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SEAMEN 


WHEREIN 


A Mernrov is humbly propoſed, 


WHEREBY 


Their MAJESTIES Fleet may at all times be ſpeedily 
and effettually Mann'd, and the Merchan!s be more 
readily aad cheaper ſery'd, without having their Men at 
any time preſs'd or taken away 


Setting forth 


The great Advantages that will accrue thereby co the KING 
Merchant, and SubjeF in general, whereby theſe Iſlands will be 
more ſecure and happy, the Kings Revenue confiderably be eas'd, 
Trade in general be quicken'd and encourag'd, and every jndivi- 
dual Subjett receive benefit thereby, in leſſening the Price of all 
Naval Commodines ; 


Wherein is alſo propos'd, 
A Method or Nurſery for training up of Seamen to ſupply the Loſs 
and Decay of them in Time of War : 
AS ALSO, 


The giving hereby equal Liberty and Advantage to all Seamen, removing many 
Hardſhips that they now ſuffer under, and giving them many kncouragements 
that they do not now enjoy. 


By FOHN PERRY, lateCaptain of the Dignet-Fireſhip, now a Priſoner 
- in the Marſpalſes, zccording to the Sentence of a late Court-Marſhal. 


To which is added, 
A ſhort NARRATIVE of his Caſe rclating to his Loſs of the ſaid Ship 
in Company of the Diamond=-Friggat, in Seprember 1693. 
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UM 


that I now lie under, upon occaſion of my 

late heavy Sentence, - and the Senſe of my now 
ſuffering Reputation in the World, would be ſuf- 
ficient: ro:damp all Thoughts of a Dedication, were 
I not alſo conſcious of my own ſlender and weak - 
Abilities; but under all theſe Preſſures and Diſad- 
vantages I cannot look up, nor dare to have that 
Preſumption, as to affix the Names of any Perſons 
of Honour to the Offspring of ſo loſt and forſaken 
a Wretch, bur ſhall chink ic a Favour, if any 
ſuch Perſons ſhall vouchſafte ro look upon any 
thing thar carries my unhappy Name in the Front, 
and if they ſhall have Patience to peruſe theſe fol- 
lowing PROPOSALS, and ſhall afterwards 
have Jo much Charity as to read my CASE 
alſo, and ſhall then pleaſe to have this kind Thought 
for me, that howloever unfortunate ' the Adtion 
mentioned therein was, That I would have done bet- 
ter in- it if 1 could : This would be ſome Relict 
to me under my preſent Sufferings , until ſuch 
| A 3 tinge 


© | H E miſerable and unhappy Circumſtances 


UMI 


time as God and my King ſhall pleaſe to cnable 
me, by giving me ſome. other Opportunity, which 
I cannot wholly deſpair of, whereby I may give 
the World Tak Rs SatisfaCtion, as to believe 
that it is really true, and that what I did then 
do, was to the utmoſt of my Power, 
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THE 


PREFACE. 


WOW great Advantages for Riches and Strength al 
States and Kingdoms have that abound in Shipping, 
needs no Rhetorick to expreſs; Examples there are 
enough. in . Hiſtory. to convince us.of the Truth. of it; 
and of how- many States and Nations in all Ages have -raiſed 
themſelves thereby to great Power, and whil(t by their Care 
and good Condutt, they have incouraged their (ſhipping, Glory 
and Renown has ſtill attended them: but whenever ' by their 
great Opulency, or truſting to their own Security, they grew 
| Careleſs or Supine, ſome more'{nduſtrious \Sate and . Nation 
have always got the Advantage of them. \That this: ever was, 
* aud ever will be, the fate of the World is no queſtion, and that 
zt is of great- moment: for our" Nation at this time to conſider 
of it, is as undoubtedly true, 218" | 


The Glory: and Safty of theſe Nations conſiſts in two Parts; 
one depending on. the. other, rhe .one- is in a'good' and «regu+ 
lar application: of our Power at home for the Defence 'aud 'St- 
carity of theſe Iſlands from- the inſults of our Enemies, and 
the other is in the. openneſs, freedom and extent of _— _ 

| apvrodas. 
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abroad: As to the nature and extent of our Foreign Trade, 
. it is not my buſmntſs, nor in my power to ſpeak of it, it bath 
been ſufficiently treated of by a Perſon _ of great Judgment- 
and perſpicuity in thoſe Aﬀairs,__1 ſhall only a 

Wiſhes for the publick Good, that if any of our Trade has 
been at any time loſt, we may uſe our beſt endeavours, not only 
to regain, but enlarge it, which will not only prove an Ho- 
#or, Fat a Security to theſe Nations. 


My' preſent purpoſe is only ta. offer my weak Erdeguour:, 
in humbly propofing ſome . Regulation for the better exerting 
of our Naval Power , and to remove ſome preſent heavy Op- 


preſſtons. 


Neceſfity puts ns oftev wpon Induſiry, and 'tis the want of 
ſomething that ſtill whets onr Invention; and whether theres 
vot canſe for it in onr preſent Hxigency of. Aﬀffavre, let any Man 
zonfeder. We bave beenr a Long War with ePowerful axd 
Subti} Enemy, who has. beer nudermining the Peace of Chiti- 
Rendom for ſeveral zearss and who by his Art.aud Camring has: 
been comtriving how to eref# vis vwn Trophics apor: the Ruine 
of his Neighbours.  Coald it ever have beer thought that the 
Freneb, who zu the memory of. this Age were ſo inconſiderable 
im their Shipping, coxld ſteal: jo ſoor and ſecreily into ſuck 
great Power, as to bid Defiance to ſo many Princes by Lund, 
and at the ſame tire to matutaine Powerful aud Numerous: 
Fleet by Sea, little inferionr to two of the greateſt in the-whole 
World, to dare us both when united in our own Channel 2 
wheu it was before thought that the ſingle Force of zither 
wonld hav: been fufficient \to have ſhut: them mp in their 
Parts, and bave ruined them by Ses at any time. Thus we 
bave thought, and thus have we been dectived; and. tho (God 
be thanked) the Scale is now turned, yet however the —_ 
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brance af it cannot but be wſeful to us5; to: keep us waking for 
the fainre, that we may not fleep too long in onr own ſecyrity, 
without providing or looking for future Emergencies, and that 
we way. not ſuffer . by any greater Power or ſudden Sarprize of. 
our Enemier, when we may not have an"Ally to help us. And 
one. true way to dire# us. how to provide for our Security, is, 


 to-look about ns and. ſee if any of our N. ighbanrs are not bettes 


previded, and have better Methods than ourſelves 5 and if ſo, 
7t- will. be abjolutely.necefſary' that we ſbonid amend onre, and 
think it no tronble to change our old Mcthods for better c for 
this is moſt certain, that if we are wot as careful antl- induitri- 
oxs,. aud take as good Methods ar our Neighbours, however we 
pay flatter our ſelves with 'Futarities, and put off out thoughts 
for providing againſt them; yet « times mayrome when we ſhill 
feet-the miſery of. ow Tnadvertancies, as many Nations have 
done us. Tſhall only trouble the: Reader with one Paſ- 
ſage, which I hope millet be +honght impertinent. When I was 

ax nx fortunate Priſoxer' at St. Maloes, - talking with a French 
Officer there, upoz what might be the [ſues and Boents' of this 


Wars \be' was telling me, that however powerful we pretended 


15 be'at Sea, yet bis Maſter would match us; and that had 
hixMaiter but vhe fingle Trade of England or Holland;be would 
ſoowRuine us both, Zy the wet hodd and order he obſerver iw'all bis 
Maritime Afﬀairs (all Seamen there being obliged at the Kine's 
immediate command to go on board his Fleet); as for Ships 
of War, - ſays. be; where "there ir Money: to be had, they 
may be-foors built and Stores \ provided; but the chief thing is 
the ready Manning azd fitting them out, wherein, continues 
he, France hes the - Advantage © for, ſays he, your Ships are 
mand when the Seamen. pleaſe, but ours when the King pleaſer. 
FE contd nor but think his drgament had too much truth in it, 
and\rthat if France had but the Numbers ayd Nurterics of 
Seamen 45 we haue, we _ ſoon | find the ſomars _ 


his 


The PREFACE. 
This I muſt confeſs, out of Natural Live to my Country; put 
me upon on ſome way could not be. wouthas MeL) ws 
might ballance his Abſolute Power in Manning his Flect:s and 
whilſt I continued at St. Maloes'Þ'did apply my ſelf to it, and. 
imogined that there conld be no  Expedient for it, except it- 
could be ſoordered, that they ſhould all paſs through the Fleet 
into Merchant-men 3 for which purpoſe I drew up the Scheme. 
of a Proje@ for it, much-to the purpoſe as bereafter, and ſoon. 
_ my coming over, 1 gave a\ Draught of it to a Perſon of. 

onor, and of great Judgment, then an Admiral in the Fleet 
only inthat _ I propoſed the Seamen to paſs thro' the Fleet;and 
in this through a Regiſter, -which' I have ſince thought to be more 
convenient. \ But ſince 1 have delzvered ſome Copies of it ont, 
ſome Refle@ions have been made as:if Thad taken my meaſures. 


from Capt.St, Toe ; and as it now cometh in' my way I cannot 


but take notice of it, and ſolemnly: proteſt my Tgnorance of it,. 
and that I never ſaw nor heard. of any. of his Propoſals till af- 
ter. 1 had delivered mine in to the Admiralty Board; -and I hope 
it. may, the more eaſily be believed, ſeeing the great difference there 

is between his and mine, excepting the Regiſter, which, as I have 

lately been informed, not only Capt; St. Loe,. but ſeveral.other: 
Perſons \have formerly been upon. +1 beg pardon for this'Di-' 
greſſion, and return to ſhew what. is.the Deſign of theſe follow- 
ing Papers. : MII | 


The Charge, Trouble, agd Confufton that we have been at all 
this War, to fit out and: man. our. Fleet, is known to:have been: 
ery great, and there has been many Grievances and Complaints 
that hate on all fides attended it; the Royal Navy always want- 
ing Men on the one hand, and the Merchants being always ob. 
liged to ſubmit to the extravagant Demands. of Seamen on the 
other; one third part of our Seamen beirg generally ſuppaſed' to 
tie bid on. ſhear, in'hojze to make their Advaniage in a Mer- 
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chant. Man, which, were there any Method to prevent, there 
wonld-he no ſcarcity.of Seamen, but enough to ſerve both where. 
bythe King's Fleet. might always be-mann'd,” and the Merchants 
have them upon-reaſongble Terms. For this reaſon have I been 
-encouraged to offer my bumble Endeavours, howſoever accepted, 
for the publick Good, nat being ſo vain as to think, but that 
there -may be many Errors. and Imperfettions in them, which 
were I not ignorant of, 1 would endeauour to corref# or amend, 
but asit is, 1 muih ſubmit them to the Fudgments and Cenſures 
of more knowing Perſons, only hoping for this Favour, that "if 7 
ſhall be thought not fit for any Encouragement, .they' will at 
leaſt have this kind .T ought for me, That T am willing'to 
do all the good I can. \...;. A5.CO® = 


_ The following Popoſals have two Intentions, the firſt ts in re- 
ſped to the Safety, Honor and Defence of theſe Nations, whereby 
the King's. Fleet may at any #ime,. without Preſſing, be ſpeedily 
and effettually Mann'd without the great charge that the King is 
at in impreſſing Seamen, as late publickly repreſented by avery In- 
genuous and Judicious Perſon, to amount. to upwards of 360900 |. 
per Ann. and theſe. following. Papers do not only propoſe how we 
may readily unite our Naval Strength, but give us alſo a true 
Inſpeftion and Knowledge of it, whereby.our Numbers of Seamen 
may at all times be known, which is as neceſſary as to know the 
Number of our Shipss and if at any time their Numbers de- 
cline, or are not ſufficient to anſwer our preſent Neceſſities 
or Future Emergencies; that then, without groping in the 
dark, we may be able to. provide for ſuch. Recruits as wil 
ſupply ſuch DefeAs : to which end I have alſo propoſed a Method 


as a Nurſery for Seamen, and that ſome ſuch Method ought to be 
taken, is moſt undoubtedly true. | 


B 2 The 


Ons > mn > -> 4 
oaths __ _ _ no —cuagp_y . 


The PREFACE |» 
' The ſecond Antiution of theſe Propoſals, Ir the Goda of Mer- 


chants\Wages ta a reaſonable Rate, and to relieve them from that 
great Oppre(ſiow that they aud the whole Nation now ſuffer nuder, 


| by the exorbitant Demands of Seamen, which enhavces Freight, 


and which by Communication ſpreads and diffuſes it ſelf like a 
general Tax upon the whole Kingdom, by the Riſe of all Naval 
Comlwodities. 1 ſhall only. give the Reader one particular In- 
flaxce, that is in our Newcalltle-Trade : According to the Cu- 
flom- Houſe Rooks, there is yearly imported into this City about 
320090 Chaldrow of Coats -one Tear with another, and there 


_ 74. required far: the drtnging<thome of rheſe Coals aſter the rate 


of 12 Men for every 200 Chaldron, and to each of theſe Men is 
commonly given, in Times of Peace, about 35 s. per Voyage, which 
is uſuelly mede (Wind and Weather-confidered). in a Month or 
Six Weeks time; but now during the War, the Demantls of Sea- 
men are ſo bigh, that they nom give them 4 or 51. and ſometimes 
they ave obliged to grue them 6 and 71. per Voyages, but ſup- 


. poſng the Wages at. no higher Rate than 41. x0s. it will 


amount by calculation to above 7,8. 3d. 3. upore every Chaldron z 
ſo that computing the imereaſe of Seamens Wages uon every Chal. 
dron of Coals brought into this Port,” there is paid by this fix- 
gle City of London, avd Plates adjacent, by the Riſe of that 
ove Commodity only, above 525001. per ann. to ſatisfie the 
extrauatant Demands of Seatven, and which incourages thew 
to bide, aud keep out of the King's Service. This is but the 
Tax of one Commodity, only paid by this frng/e City and Places 
adjacent 5, but if it were poſſible to compute the Charge of the 
i»bole Kingdom, not only i» this but im all other Naval Commo- 
dities, it would ſwell rhe Acount to a Prodigy, and-be motive 
ſufficient for every worthy and publick ſpirited Patriot, to take 
care of hs Country, and to free them from the Burthen and Op- 
preſſion of ſuch a Tax, that, for wagt of. a due Regulation, - 
pai 


. The PREFACE. 
paid to maintain the Idleneſs and Luxury of Seamen. Aiid of « 
how great moment ſuch a general Relief and Eaſe of the Sub- 
Jett would he, in a time when we are engaged for our common 
Safety, to contribute our utmoſt for carrying on the War, may 
eafily be confidered, and whether ſuch a general Relief for 


Merchants, would not be a ſufficient compenſation for the. 
Duty lately laid upon Tonnage. 
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SEAMEN, 


WHEREIN . 


A Method is humbly propos'd,” whereby theic Majeſties Fleet 
- may atall times be effeQually mann'd, the Merchants more. 
"readily and cheaper ſerv'd, without having their, Men ac 
any time preſs'd or taken away, and” all the Grievances-and 
extraordinary Charges now attending boch King and Mer- 
chant removed. 7; os 
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| HEREAS the Manning of their Majeſtics 
/  Elcet with a ſufficient Number of | Seamen 
f in time of War, has been always,. and is 


ſtill found very difficult, , beſides.the great 
Charge his Majeſty is at in Preſſing 'of. Men 5 and. nor 
only ſo, but when the: Ejoer. is, ſo Mann'd, the'preateſt- part 
of preſt. Men. are always. ſecking opportunities.ro-deſert the 
Service, their AfﬀeCtions being more: enclin'd to.ſerve in Mer- 
chant-men, chiefly by reaſon of the great Wages which -Mer- 
chants do give them in time of War ; So that, Seamen matter 

\ not 


: a 
_ 
-not if they looſe '5 or 6, ſometimes 12 Months Pay, from 
thofe Ships they deferr, - together with the further loſs of their 
Time whilft they are hid on ſhoar (which it's believed one. 
third part of our Seamen commonly are) in expeQation of 
getting into ſome protefted Merchant-man': And notwith- 
{tanging ig has, þeen._lately.publiſhed iq the Flees, that who/e- 
eur deſerts ſhall ſuffer death, yet they till deſert when they 
have an opportunity, for which ſeveral have ſuffered, 

Now what is humbly propgſeg hereafter, is a Method 
whereby, in time of War, their Majeſties Fleet may, with- 
out Confyfjon or Grievance, and that with much leſs Charge 
than they are now at in preſſing of Men, be all ſufficiently 
man's; add nover.want Seamen, the -Mercharts mnch ea- 
fier, cheaper, and better ſeryed, . .and the Seamen have no 
Tempration to deſert of hide, and by confequence have no 
occaſion to ſuffer the loſs of their Pay. or their Lives z- neither 
need their Majeſtics Ships char are laid up; in Winter be k;pr 
4n pay, . but might diſcharge the greateſt part of their:Men as 
ſpon as they are in, Harbour, which would caſe the King. of 
anotber great Charge, with many.other Conveniences, 


The propoſed ME 'T H O D. 


Propoſition -1. 7 bat there be a Regiſter Office erefted in every 

; -confiderable Port in England, for regiſtring\all Seamen, 
their Names, Age, Flace of abode, Quality, end Ships 
they laft- ſerved in; and that there be particular Books 

. : kept in each Office for the reſpetreos 'Bralities of Men, 
: |. oxe" ſor Offears in general, and enother for able Seamen, 
anodber for ordinary; \&6. Ant it is hum! 4 profes'd, that 
tbe genesa} Regiſter-Office at London be allowe4 500 |. per 

- ann. one Clerk at tool. and twoor three other Clerks at 
Fol. per ann. and two Meſfergers at 3ol. per ann. and 

1 that 


7£81 


that at all other Ports where it ſþall be thought convenient 
zo ered other Offices 3 the Regifter-Officer may be allowed 
from 1001. ro 3001. per anti, 4nd the Clerks proportion- 
ably, arcording to the Buſmeſs of the Port, and accor- 
ding to which the Number of Clerks maſt be more or leſs, 
And that there be a Proclamation publiſhed throughout 
the Kingdom, to require and eauſe all Seamen within one 
Months time after ſuch Publication made, to repair to 
the ſaid Offices they neareſt refile utito, and enter them. 
ſetves therein. And if any Seaman ſhall refuſe to obey 
the ſaid Orders, and ſhall not within one Month come and 
enter himſelf in the ſaid Regiſter, nor give in a true 
actount of his non-ability by reaſon of Stckneſt, or the 
like, that then all ſuch offending Seames ſhall bz obliged 
ro ſerve) the King Six Manths on board ſome of his Ships 
"without Pay, and his Wages to go to the Cheſt of Chat- 
ham. And for the Encouragevrent of all ſuch Seamen 
that are unimployed, and ſhall come in ſpeedily and obey 
the ſaid Proclamation, every ſuch Seaman may be allowed 
ſuch free Gift or Bounty-Money as is hereafter mentioned, 
( viz.) For every able Staman that enters himſelf with- 
in one Week _ Proclamation 20 $S. within two Weeks 
13s. within three Weeks 105. within « Month 5 s, That 
ſuch Bounty-Money ſhall be paid to each Seaman or his 
Aſfigns within one Month after he is entered on board any 
Ship, tither Kings or Merchants, as fhall be appointed 
thems aud if they are appointed for the King's Service, 
then ſuch Sums to be paid by the Treaſurer of their 
Majeſties Navy 3 and if appointed for Merthant men, 
ſuch Suns to be allowed and paid them by the Comman- 
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ders of Otnrs of ſxch Metchants Ship. 


C Argument 
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Argument 1. London being the Metropolis and chief 
place for Seamen, the. Regiſter Officer will not only have 
abundantly more Buſineſs tha the reſt, not. only by rea- 
fon of the Scituation of. the-Place, but aifſo by receiving 
the weekly Accompts of all the other Offices, therefore his 
Sallary is humbly propoſed at 509 /. per ann. And as to 
Briſtol and Newcaſtle, the Buſineſs will be very conſiderable 
there, which may. be preſum'd to deferve' 3007. per arr. 
And all others according to. the Buſineſs of the Place, and 
the Clerks alſo accordingly 40 or 50/7. per ann. 

Ic would be very convenient and good that Seamen 


_ © ſhould at firſt have ſome Encouragement for.their ready Obe- 


dience to this Method , which wopld be of ſuch general 
Eaſe and Relief ro all Perfons ; and the Merchants cannor 
think much of giving (once) this Bounty. Money, when 
now they give a Sum far exceeding it. . 

When. once 'tis underſtood; as-by. Proclamation may be 
made mention, That no Seaman can have any Employment, 
except he regiſter himſelf in the Office, . as. hereafter appears; 
and. what Enconragement there is 'to prompt their: ſpeedy 
coming in, it may be -preſumed thatifew or hone at all will 
refuſe to enter themlelves,. but-that they will voluntarily and 
ſpeedily do it, by reaſon' alſo of their Preference of Service, 
he being firſt to be employed that ſtands next on the Books ; 
and when they find thar there 1s no-poſlibility for them to be 
employed otherwiſe, . nor no place; to turn themſelves in, 
bur by coming to the Regiſter, they will ſoon think it bet- 
ter to come and cnter themſelves, than to run the hazard 
of the Penalty, by being taken, or otherwiſe ro ſtarve on 
ſhoar, eſpecially knowing, that by this Method they ſhall 
all have. a fair and equal Chance, and the Advantages be 
the ſame into whatſoever Service they go ; _ can a 

+ : caman 
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Seaman think of employing himſelf out of his Element 3 
for there is no Service cafily to be found, wherein he can 


have 15 or 18. per ann. Sallagy, and his ViQtualing, - like 
as in the Sea-lervice, 


Prop. 2. That all the Commanders of the Kings and 
Merchants Ships and Veſſels, do within ten Days after 
the ereftion: of . the ſaid Offices, give in a true Liſt to 
each reſpeFive Office they are neareſt unto, of all the 
Men that particularly belong to each of their Ships, de- 
noting, their Ages and Quality, that they may be regi- 
fired in the ſaid Offices, and thereupon receive Regiſter- 
Tickets, to be fignd and ſeal'd by the ſaid. Regiſter Of- 
ficer, that ſhall denote the Age and Duality of each Man, 
the Ship and Place, if Merchant-man, they are bound to; 
aud that without ſuch Ticket, no Seaman do preſume to 
enter, ſerve, or continue himſelf on board of any: Ship or 
Veſſel, either King's or Merchant/-men, without the Pe- 
nalty of ſerving the King Six Months ou board ſome of 
his Ships, with Forfeiture of his Wages for that time ro 

the Cheſt at Chatham. | 


Arg. 2. By giving Tickets to Seamen, it not only 
ſtrengthens the Power and Security of the Regiſter, with 
a great deal of eaſe, but it is. a Convenience to the Sea- 
men, and a great Security to Maſters of Ships, Houſho]- 
ders or Inmates, who might otherwiſe, notwithſtanding all 
their Advertencies, fall under Penalties. | 

The Penalty is propoſed at the forfeiture of -6 Months 
Wages, ſuppoſing nothing leſs would keep them to a ſenſe 
_ of their Duty, and that if they had any part of their Wages 


allowed them, they would ſcarcely find any Seycriry in their 
Puniſhment. , 
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[4] 
Ic is highly nsceſſary that. Penalties-ſhould art firſt be in- 
flicted tg awe the Seamen, and to bring the Regulation in 
praſtice 3 bus it's ſuppaſed that after a little time the Me- 
thod will be ſo agreeable, ' that there- will be few or none 
found guilty of any breach of the ſame. 

The Penalties arc propoſed to go to the Cheſt ar Charhar, 
thag their Forfeityres may nor fall ro. the Benefit of any 
others, but to the Ule of themielves in '\gencral, which is 
preſumed will prove to their better Content 'and SatisfaQtion. 


Prop 3. That. no. Commander of any Merchant's Ship or 

' Haſſe ds give to, or agree. with any able or ordinary 
Seawmen, tc. far. any other Wages than as hereafter 
falloweth, viz. | 


An &ble. Seaman. : 30 23 *% 

_ Ordinary. Seaman . 26 ( wor leſs ) 24 | 
Groomett , #208 Abo '22 7 

| -» -» {i ve 22 (than - per Month 


4A Boy 18 \ #9 4 


and proportionable to his other Officers, according to the 
Burthen of the Ship, and number of Men (he carries, 


Arg. 3: It's conceived that about 3os. per Month for an 
able Seaman, &c. in Merchants pay may be equivalent 
ro the King's, conſidering the Diſadvantages in Merchant- 
men, as 12 Months to the Year, no-proviſion for Accidents 
if maimed, &c. no ſhort Allowance. upon victualling, nor 
Allowance for Cloaths if taken by the Enemy, Diſcount upon 
Damages, harder Labour, ©c. 
And the reaſon why Merchants wapes is propoſed to be 
fix'd and brought lower, is, becauſe it will be impoſſible for- 
any true Regulation to be made without it. 


For- 
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' For the exorbitant Wages that have been, all this War, 
given by Merchant-men, may truly be faid to have been the 
great cauſe of all the Grievances that King, Merchant and 
Subje&t in. general, have long lain under, always complain- 
ing but cannot help themſelves - for whilſt there is double or 
near treble the Pay in a Merchant-man, how can a Seaman 
be eafie or contented to ſerve the King ? will he not ſtudy 
and ſeck all ways and means to hide from and evade the Ser- 
vice 2 or if taken and forced to ſerve the King, will he not 
ſtudy and take all opportunities to deſert 2 tho the Ruine of 
his Family, his Wages and his Life lie ar ſtake for it. And- 
though the Merchants do pay and continue their high Wages, . 
yet they cannot be faid to be in the faulr neither, having . 
no power to help themſelves; for whilſt the King muſt make 
uſe of the Power of Preſſing, for the getting his Ships man- 
ned, (as it is requiſite, for the Safety of the Nation, he.. 
ſhould ;) ſo on the other fide, a Merchant would never be 
mann'd, conld he not figd ont a way that ' would ballance 
the King's Power: the force of which, tor want of other, 
he places in his Money, thus through the oppoſition of each - 
other, the publick Calamicy, and a long Train of Grievan-- 
ces follow. 

To remedy which, no expedient can be found , until - 
the Merchants, can. be ſupply'd as etfeQtually as the King, . 
and: the Wages of both be brought and kept to an intrinfick 
Baliance. The firſt of which (as is preſumed) cannot be 
done without a Regz/ter 3 and the laſt cannot be fix'd or kept - 
except the Scamen be obliged to paſs through, and the Mer 
chants. be obliged to take them at the Regi/ter, or the like. 
And why there ſhould not be ſuch a Regulatian made, as. is- 
propoſed, to prevent it, may be enquired into. 

Firſt, The King and Subjett, in.general, will have no reaſon 
but to like it 3 for the King would not only be well manned 
atall times, but. be coaliderably-eaſed in his Revenus, by La- 

ing. 


-king away the preat Charge ot Impreſſing. And as to the 
Subje& in general, they would greatly be eaſed in the price 
of all. Naval Comodities, which by the exorbitant Wages 
of Seamen, have been raiſed, and which, by conſequence, 
upon this Regulation would fall lower. | 

Then for the Merchant in particular, he has no reaſon to 
be diſcontented at it, becauſe he will have as good Men as 
the King, ready found for him, free from being preſt, and 
eaſed in his extravagant Wages, now given. 

And as for the Seamen, the Generality of them will have 
no occaſion to complain, for they will all have an equal Ad- 
vantage, without murmuring or tepining, in the Kings Ser- 
vice 3 and as to thoſe that skulk and hide to avoid the King's 
Service, conſidering their Loſs of Pay, Expences in Victuals 
Sc. whilſt they are hid on Shoar, and their being preſt into 
the King's Service upon their return home, after which they 
are kept like Priſoners on board, without being permitted 
to go home to cheir Wites or Families, nor receive any com- 
fort of their Voyages, all theſe Hardſhips that rhe Seamen 
now run through, beſides their great Loſs many times of their 
Wages, and ſometimes of their Lives, occalioned by their 
deſerting the King's Servicez all theſe things conſidered, ir 
would be really better, and perhaps more advantagious for 
them, that no fuch Temptation of high Wages were: and 
tho this Regulation propoſed, may ſeem a little harſh to 
them upon firſt hearing, yer a very little Conſideration will 
- make them likeit. 

And to prove that Merchants Wages can never be fix'd 
lower, nor kept to a ballance, and that no true Regulation 
can be made, but by ſuch like Merhod as is propoſed in theſe 
Papers, may thus be demonſtrated, 

Firſt, Except the Seamen be obliged to paſs through ſome 
Regiſter, or the like, and the Merchant alſo be obliged to 


take them there, no Reſtriftion, nor Penalty can ſecure or 
| hinder 
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*hinder the riſe of Merchants Wages; and it there was an: 
Order made ever ſo ſtri& to bind the Merchants ſrom giving, 
and the Seamen from demanding higher Wages, without be- 
ing obliged at the Reg#/er, ir would be incfte&tual. | 
For it Merchants and Seamen were at their liberty to 
chuſe one anorher, withour being thus obliged, the Seamen 
(having their high Wages freſh in their memories) would be 
unwilling to go into the Merchants ſervice for ſuch ſmall 
Wages, and lie longer idling on ſhore 3 and the Merchants, 
to have their Ships mann'd, would, either for the 'advantage 
of better Seamen, or for being earlier fitted to Sea, be prom: - 
pted {till to raiſe their Wages (by Connivance.) And the 
ſame reaſons for the Seamens exorbitant Demands, would 
be then, as now; and, by conſequence, the Prejudice and 
Grievance to their Majeſties and the Subject in general would 
follow. The Allurements and Temptations of deſerting 
their Majeſties Service being ſtill the ſame. 
And to; think upon a Penalty upon the Merchants or 
Seamen to prevent 1t3/.it would be altogether impraCticable, 
for there can be no Diſcoverers of ſuch Connivance but them- 
ſelves, and they being both agreed will never do it 3 neither 
would it be reaſonable that a Merchant ſhould lie at the mer- 
cy of any Seaman, that may falſly ſwear, for the ſake of a- 
Reward, that ſuch Merchant did connive with him. 


Prop. 4 That no Commander of any Merchant ſhip or Veſſet: 

db preſume to entertain any one Seaman otherwiſe than ſhall 
be ordered him, and tickeited for him from ſome Regiſter- 
Office, and that all Merchant-men be obliged to take in one 
5th or 6th part Land-men, or ſuch a Number as ſhall-from 
time to time be thought meet, and that if any-Commander of 
any Merchant. ſhip or Veſſel, ſhall preſume to take in, con- 
ceal or entertain any one Seaman, that u unticketed or not. 
appointed for him by the. ſaid Office, that then the ſaid 


Commander 


In 


"Commander ſhall forfeit and be obliged to pay after the 
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rate of 61, per month, for every ſach Seaman during the 


time be was on board bim: one Moiety of the ſaid For- 


feiture to be paid to the Diſcoverer, and the other to the 
Cheſt of Chatham. 
And that if any Seaman ſhall preſume to enter himſelf 


on board any Ship or Veſſel whatſoever, for the ſpace of 


fix days, without being ticketted for it by the ſaid Office, 
that then every ſuch Seaman ſhall forfeit and be obliged 
to pay to the Diſcoverer , after the rate of 205. per 
Month, for all the time of his unticketed Service; and 
moreover be obliged to ſerve the King fix months without 
Pay, and bis Wages to go to the Cheſt. | 


Arg. 4 The Lords of the Admiralcy, who are plac'd on 
an Eminence, from whence they deſcry all the Neceſſities of 
of the State, in reſpe& to Naval Afﬀairs, may, by this Re- 
gulation, eaſily foreſee and prevent all the Confuſion and 
Dangers, which, tor want of a due and regular Diviſion of 
Seamen, might otherwiſe accrue ; and from time to time be 
able to proportion ſuch numbers of Land-men to them as 
ſhall beſt conſiſt with the "ſafety of the Kingdom, Benefit 
of Commerce, and Nurſery of Seamen. 

By impoſing a Penalty both upon Merchants and Seamen 
too, all thought and probability of asking by the one, and 
conſenting by the other is taken away. | 


- Prop. 5th. That all the King's Ships when they diſcharge 


any Men, do give into the Office that is neareſt unto them, 
a qualified Liſt of ſuc" Men they diſcharge, mentioning 
their Names, Ages, Quality, when and where they laſt 
ſerved, and places of abode, and that' the Lieutenant 
of the ſaid Man of War, do gowith them when diſcharged, 
and ſee them anſwer to their Names, and that then = 

ent 
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 _ , fent Tackets- ſhall be delivered to the: Men, limiting a 
' Certain time ' for them . to go. about their own. Occaftons, 
at the. expiration of which time, if wot call d ſooner, 
they are to attend. again for new Tickets, and if Occa- 
fron requires their Attendance ſooner 'than their time. 
Timited, they ſhall have Summons ſent and left for them 
at their places of aboad; befides which Summons, a pub- 
| lick Liſt ſhall be hung up at the Office of all thoſe Seamen 
whoſe turn 2t is next .to be employed, mentioning their 
Names, Ages, Dua{ities, and from whence, and when they 
were laſt diſcharged, and ſuch a competent number of 
Men ſhall be put therein from time to time as ſhall be 
thought fit, and the Occaſion of the Service require. 
 . That fix Months after the ereflion of the ſaid Offices, 
Orders, may be iſſued out from the Lords of the Admi- 
ralty, diretted to all ſuch Commanders of any of Their 
Majeſties Ships who ſhall come into any Port to re-fit or 
clean, (excepting thoſe Ships that are to be diſchgrgedin 
the Winter) that the one half of all ſuch Seamen,belonging to 
them, beginning with thoſe that ſtand firſt on the Bogks, 
and which have ſerved above a Twelve Month on Board ſuch 
Ships, may have their Literty #0 be diſcharged, if they 
defire it, provided that they immediately enter themſelves 
into the next Regiſter Office, and that theſe Orders be 


continued alternatively every fix Menths, or as near it 
as peoſſitle. | 

Arg. 5. By this means the great Plague of being turn- 
2 . ed over from Ship to Ship ceaſes, and by having their whole 
». Ship's Crew enter'd together ar the Office when it falls co 
4 their Turns again, to be employ'd either in the King's or 
ſt Merchants: Service, for which they will have a fair and 
j equal Chance, their old Ship Mates will come together again, 
Ty which will not be a little Pleaſure and Satisfaftion to Sea- 


D men 
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men, and- it any one of them is Tardy and Runs into a 
Penalty, they generally knowing one another's Haunts, they 
are the moſt likely to find out the Offender, and ger the 
Reward. beſides, if any Perſon's Summons: for Service 
ſhould by any Accident miſcarry, he will foon have notice 
of it by the others. 

Seamen- by being thus reliev'd, will not be always con- 
fin'd to one particular Ship, wherein for ſome Reaſons they 
may be uncaſy, bur will have their Liberty of going into 
any other of the King's Ships that can entertain them, or 
rake their Chance at the Office, and by giving Liberty to 
one half only to be diſcharg'd at a time, it will be to the 
greater Eaſe and'Satisfaftion of the Commanders, ec. 

' But the high Wages of Merchants being fix'd and brought 
lower, the old Allurements and Temptations will be raken 
away, and-by conſequence but very few will deſire to leave 
the King's Service, and thereby be the leſs trouble ro rhe 


Repilter. 


Prop. 6. That all the Commanders of Merchant-men, upct 
their return from their reſpeAive Voyages, and upon the 
diſcharge of their men, do gowith them, to the next Of. 
fice, and give in a true Liſt of them; rating all ſuch as 
were not Officers according as he ſhall think they deſerve, 
either Able, Ordinary, or ctherwiſe; and ſee them anſwer 
to their Names : upon which they are to receive Abſent 
Tickets, as above 5, thoſe that have been Officers, to have 
Certificates of their good Behaviour from their Comman- - 
ders, if not, to be entred as Able Seamen only. 

That if any Seam an be diſcharged into any Regiſter- 
Office, and ſhall deſire to be removed into any other Re- 
giſter-Office (to attend for Service) that i wearer to his 

nſual place of abode, that then ſuch Seamen ſhall have a 

Transfer Ticket given him for that purpoſe to be made, 

limiting a time for his Paſſage. That 


*% bh 
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T hat all the Commanders of Merchant-men, before the 
Diſcharge. of their Men, do give into the next Office, 
airue Account, upon the Oath. of himſelf and Mate, of all 
the Men be at any time hath had in his ſervice, from hit firſt 
going out to his return home, and of what Wages is 
particularly due to each of them, and that he be obliged 
not to pay any of them, until they have entred themfeloes 


 #n theRegilter, ard car produce Entry-Tickets of #t, 


and that thew be reſerve one Tenth part of ſuch Seamens 
Wages, to be paid into the Regilter-Office, there to be kept 
for them until ſuch time as they are again ordered for 'Ser- 
vice by the Regiſter. ' And if it appears, upon the Maſter's 
acconnt giventhat any of his men are abſent that have at ay 
time run away from him, that then the full of ſuch abſent 
Scamens W ages be paid into the Office, for the uſe of the Cheſs 
of Chatham, bis Wages to be computed t0t as the Maſter 
pleaſes, but according to the rate of his.other like Seamens 
wages, and to be reckoned from the time of his Entry to 
his abſenting himſelf. And that the Tenth part likewiſe of a 
fach Seamens Wages that are paid and diſcharg'd ont of the 
King's Service, be paid by the Treaſurer of their Majeſtics 
Navy into the-Regiſter-Ofhce, for the purpoſes aforeſaid. 

And that if it ſo happen that any of the ſaid Seamen 
ſhall not fall to be employed in three months, or ſhall have 
leave to quit the Service, that then ſuch Money {hall be 
paid them upon demand. 

That the Tenth part of ſach Wages, ſhall continue to be 
paid into the Regiſter, only during time of War. 

It is alſo humbly propoſed, for the Encouragement of all 
Seamen in the Merchants Service, that 2 d, per month 
upon all Seamens Wages, as well in Peace as War may be 
dedaGFed to go to the Cheſt at Chatham ; and all Sea- 
men to have tbe ſame Benefit as thoſe in the King's Service, 
pon the account of Wounds, Bruiſes, or any other accidents. 

D 2 In 
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Arg. 6: . It is neceſſary that the. Commanders of. Mer- 
chant-men/ſhould give all the' Ofticers Certificates of their 
good: behaviour, for the Satisfaction 'ofi ſuch 'Merchant men, 
whoſe turn afterwards may be to take them, and it may be 
preſum'd, that there: wili be no ' Commander but what will 
be.\careful in giving their: Certificates\ without Favour or Af. 
feftiong /becauſe he knows; not, but. he: may-ſuftee himſelf 
by the ſame breach of publick' Faith, befides his being obnoxi-. 
ous to the reproaches of all ſuch of. his Fraternity, that may 
hear of 'it..: Seamen-bcing often taken:1n \at.one Port, and 
diſcharged: at another;,-may thus: be ſet: oi fhoar! ſome di- 
ſtance from their: uſuat.places of aboad,  and*cis bur>reaſon- 
able they-ſhould have the \Comforts.of. their. Friends and Fa- 
milies whilſt aſhoar- on >» | "TY 

\The reſcrviag-ſome;part » of trcheSeamens' Wages ' Will be 
a; check upon them, and draw them ro'a'- Love of the Re- 
giſter, as uſually they-do all thoſe places: from "whence' their 
Money comes, eſpecially: i& they want-it-; and- befides, it 
will do then a groater:\kindneſs. than 'perhaps.rthey>would 
do themſelves, by-ſaving ſome pari:of:their Monty towards 
their ficting our again, . if they ſhould want it, 'and the Sca- 
men cannot complain: for want of>its preſent Payment, ha- 
ving all the reſt of thein Money» in- cheir: Pockets, -- | 

It.may be ſuppoſed; that: the tols of a. Scaman, with pay- 
ing notwithſtanding all his Wages that is due ro. him, will 
be Cauſe ſufficient ro. oblige a Commander to- look a'ter 
his Men,. who may Tun .away from him, and not be-Hn his 
Rower -to prevent: jt+zi bur *its preſumed, \that the loſs of 
their Wages, and. the love of their Native. Country; will 
kcep them from ſuch thoughts. | 

The Chiet thing that hath hitherto diſcouraged Seamen 
from Fighting in Merchant-men is, that they know-if they 
do Fight, and are wounded. or utterly difabled, :no. Con- 

ſideration 
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ſideration will:be. given, nor Allowance .made to ſupport 
them,; which if ſuch. DeduCtions for "that purpoſe were 
made,..it may .be.hoped that, the Merchants Ships would 
be._ better. Delended. \ 

There may perkiaps. be ſome Obje&tion againſt the fore- 
going Propoſal, that by paying the tenth part of Seatnens 
Wages into: the Regiſter Office, it. would create another 
great Charge of a Treaſurer,&+c, To which I afiſwer, That 
it will _ no.additional Charge, nor no Treaſurer but the 
Re oiſter, and were the Sums much larger, ſecure and conve. 
wa Methods may be taken. for it with lirtle or no 


Charge: tg, the Offices; . . 


Prop. 7: That en the Mev that are diſcharged from any 
Office, be from time to time, thoſe that ſtand firſt upon the 
-; -: Regiſter,,' And to; the end that all Seamen may have e- 
.:, qual F ortune and Advantage, they are to take their courſe 
- ,for Eauployyrent according as it falls out, either into their 
Maijeſties or Merchants Service, as they are entred into the 
. , Regilter-Bookexcept ſuch as ſhall voluntarily paſs through 
- any Regiſter: Office znto their Majeſties Service, which, all 
Seamen out of Employ, and not appointed fur Service, (hall. 
at all. times, tho it te not their Turn to be employed, have. 
liberty ſo to.go ou board which of their Majeſties Ships that 
can entertain them, or they have a deſire to ſerve in, Aud 
if any Seaman ſhall be unwilling to go any foreign Voyage 
that ſhall be appointed him, he may change with any other 
Sea man that is willirg, that ſtands after him, TOS him- 

- ſetfirthe ſaid willing Seamans Places. 

That all. ſuch Seamen,. who are outward bound in the 
King's Service, upon any foreign Voyages, and ſhall ſtay 
out longer than one Year : 3 that all ſuch Seamen, during 
the time that they are out, may be allowed 12d. per mon. 
more, as an dddition to their nſual Wages. and that 

one 
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one Moiety of ſuch Seamens Wages accruing due npor 
their foreign Voyages, may be paid every '6 months, to ſuch 
Seamens Wives," or ſurh other Perſons, as they ſhall, be- 
fore their departure, nominate and aſſign to the Commiſ- 
fioners of their Majeſties Navy, or ſome Regiſter-Officer, 
And that the firſt 6 months Payment may begin at the 
Expiration of 12 months from their departure. 


Arg: 7. By piving Liberty for Seamen to po into the 
King's Serviee at any time, it may in a little-time 'whol- 
ly man the Fleet with Volunteers , which undoubtedly 
would proye to the better Safety and Honour of our'Nation ; 
tor ſuch willing Men will heartily and chearfully look their 
Enemies in the Face, whereas Prefs'd Men having no mind 
to Fight, are rather for running down into the Hold ; 
and when Seamen once flinch or -run from their Poſts, it is 
a dangerous Preſident, and the many -late evil effects of this 
kind may ſufficiently convince :us-of the Truth and ill Con- 
ſequences of it. BEE | 

The uncertainties of 'Scamens healchs, and the hardſhip 
they may .cndure in forcign Voyages, together with the long 
abſence from their -Familes or Friends, may well deferve an 
Addition to their Wages, and if their Wives and Families 
had but the benefit of their half pay, to preſerve them from 
the want and Neceflities, that they might otherwiſe be re- 
duced .to, *twould make them go with the greater Ala- 
crity. | 


-Prop. 8. That as often as there ſhall be ocaſion for Searnen, 
either for their Majeſties or Merchant Ships, beſides the 
Publick Lift aferementioned, Summons ſhall be ſent to the 
reſpeFive places of the ſaid Seamens abode, mentioning 
their day and time for attendance to be appointed for 
Service; and that if any Seaman do not obſerve the ſaid 
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Summons except due proof made of Nonability upon ac- 
count of Sickneſs or the like (and they they are to give 10+ 
tice of it to the next Regiſter) that then the ſaid Perſons 
not appearing, Warrants may be iſſued out to apprehend and 
take them, and the ſaid Offender be obliged to ſerve the 
King 6 months without Wages, and his Pay to go to the 
Cheſt ; but if any Seaman ſhall incur the Penalty, either 
by diſobeying the ſaid Summons, or for not entring him- 
ſelf according to Proclamation, and ſhall, within 20 days 
after his forfeiture, ſurrender himſelf voluntarily to the 
ext Regilter-Office, it may be left to the Power of the 
Regiſter to 7itigate his Penalty, but not to ſet it lower than 
one month's Service. And if any Honſholder or Inmate 
ſhall preſume to conceal or entertain any Seaman, that is 
zot ticketted by the Regiſter-Office for ſerving in ſome 
Ship, or ticketted for his 'Attendance on ſhore till bis tur 
comes to be employed, or he whoſe time in the ſaid Ticket 
for Attendance is expired ; and does not immediately give 
notice of it to the next Regiſter, that then the ſaid Houſ- 
holder or Inmate, in whoſe Houſe or Lodgings, the ſaid. 
Seaman 7s found to have been entertain'd, ſhall be obli- 
ged to pay the ſum of 5 1. or to ſuffer three months Impri. - 
ſonment without Bail or Main-prije, provided the ſaid Sea- 
man has teen there for the ſpace of t;ree days and proof can - 
be made that he was kyown to the ſaid Fonſholder or In- 
mate to be a Seaman, and after ſach Proof made, if the- 
ſaid Honſholder or Inmate ſhall refuſe to pay the ſaid Penal- 
ty, or ſhall refuſe to ſurrender himſelf, that then a Warrant: 
may be iſſued out, to make Diſtreſs and Sale of the ſaid 
Offenders Goods, for the ſaid Penalty, the Overpims, if 
any, to he returned ; one Moiety whereof ſhall be paid to 
the Diſcoverer of ſuch concealed Seaman, and the other 
to the Cheſt; but if no Diſtreſs can be made, the Diſco-. 
verer ſhall tben receive the. ſum of 50s. ont of the ſaid 
Seaman'ss 
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Seamar's Six Months Wages, which. ſhall. immediately 
be aſſign'd to the Diſcoverer by Ticket by the next Re- 
Liſter Office, and ſhall be allowed. to the ſaid Diſcoverer 
or his Aſigns, when the ſaid Wages ſhall become 
pagable. Z | | = 


Arg. 8. By impoſing a Penalty upon the : Entertainers 

of Seamen, a Seaman will have no Harbour, for his Friends 
will not harbour him. for their own ſakes; and to conceal 
himſelf and quality: amongſt Strangers, -will be uncomfort- 
able, and to think of any other Employment out of his own . 
Element will be .difficult and diſcouraging, 
' A Seaman may be concealed in the Lodging of an In. 
mate, where all the. Goods may not be worth. five Shil- 
tings, and therefore unable to pay five Pounds, but there 
iS.no reafon that ſuch an Offender ſhould paſs unpuniſhed, 
or the Diſcoverer go without his Reward. 


Prop. 8. That the Commanders of all Their Majeſtzes Ships 
do give the Men they give leave to be abſent from their 
Ships, Regiſter Tickets for that purpoſe to be made, aud 
without they have ſuch Tickets, no Houſholder or Inmate 
is to entertain any Seaman for the ſpace of . two days, 
Sickneſs to be excepted, and then to give notice of it to 
the next Regiſter, under the Penalty as in the Caſe of 
a conceal'd Seamen, that if any Seaman. ſhall preſume to 
abſent himſelf without ſuch Ticket of Leave from his 
Commander, or ſhall ſlay longer than the ſaid Regiſter 
Ticker of Leave (hall mention, that ſuch Seamen ſhall 
be obliged to ſerve the King for a certain time, during 
which, his Pay ſhall be forfeited to the Cheſt, not ex- 
ceeding Six Months, according ts the nature and degree 
of his. Offence, and at the Deſcretion of his Captain, to 
whom he belongs. 


Arg. 9. 
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Arg.- 9, Ir is fic that Seamen ſhould be Ticketted , not 
only to prevent the Seamen being abſent from their Dury 
longer than their Leave given them, bur alſo ro prevent 
any ſhifting Seaman from paſſing under a pretence that 
he belongs to a Man of War, and therefore not Ticketred, 
by which means ſome Men will evade coming to the Re- 
giſter Office, if Men of Wars Men were not alſo Ticket- 
red, that have leave to go on ſhoar. 


Prop. 10. That the Commander of all Merchant men 
ſhall have an Order from the Admiralty of what num- 
bers of Seamen, and what Landmen, &*c, they ſhall 
take in. That the Commanders of all Merchant.-men 
may have the Liberty to chooſe their Mate where 
they pleaſe, and if the ſaid Mate be entered into any 
Office, he ſhatl be diſcharged though it be not his 
turn to be employed, or out of any of the King's 
Ships, if he defires his Mate from thence, But as to 
all his other Oficers, he ſpall chooſe th:z4 only as the 
Order to the Regiſter for his Men ſhall fignify,' cut of 
double the number of the Complemeat as ſhall be ap- 
pointed for him, out of thoſe which /}and next in courſe. 
upon the Regiſter, unleſs ſuch as he can by Applica- 
tion made, get out of Men of War, to be diſcharged 
ro him for their Preferment, and if ſn, ſuch to paſs 
to him through the Office where he bas the reſt of 
his Men, 

That for the Encouragement of ſuch S2amen as have 
been Officers in Merchant-mcn, and would weluntari!y 
ſerve their Majeſties, but that they are unwillizg ta te 
at all Calls under the command's of a Boatſwain, and fi 
the encouragement of thoſe who ſha improve thew- 
ſelves, and are capable of ſubaltrren CGiizzs, And 

L. the: 
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that the Commanders of their Majeſttes Ships do 
take notice of ſuch Men that doth accordingly behave 
themſelves, and rate them extraordinary to be paid 
ſomething per Month more, thaw is now paid able 
Seamen, and ſuch to be quartered in ſome little Poſt 
in time of Fight, as Chief at agreat Gun, and that 
the Complement of ſuch Men do never exceed the third 

| part of the number of the Guns that each Ship car- 
ries, and that thiſe Men upon application made by 
Merchant men, may be diſcharged to them for Ojj- 
cers, if they like not thoſe that land next on ccarſe 
at the Office as aforeſaid. 


Arg. 10. Ir is reaſonable that a Maſter ſhould not be 
confin'd to his Mate, by reaſon of the great ' Truſt that is 
repos d in the Maſter, and which in caſe of Mortality, de- 
ſcends to his Mate. As to his other Officers, he has a dou- 
ble Choice, beſides a Liberty by application made, and 
[ave granted to have them cut of a Man of War, cr other- 
wiſe, if he ſhall find any of his Men deſerving or capa- 
ble, he may preſer them, | | 

It is neceſſary that ſome further encouragement ſhould be 
given to ſuch good and able Seamen, as have been Officers in 
Merchant-men,. and are willing to. ſerve the King ; for thoſe 
Seamen who for their Dcſcrrs have had a diſtin&ion and been 
preferred in a Merchant man, will think it hard to be pur 
hack before the Maſt upon the ſame level with others in 
a Man of War, for this reaſon a diſtin@ion- is propoſed 
both, in Pay and Poſt, and ſuch would be very uſeful in 
fuch Poſts in time of EFjght, which. together with the o. 
cher Officers as. is uſually quartered at rhe Guns, might 
make one to the Command of each Gun. 


Prop. x1. That all Merchant-men may have their liberty 
Ty 


to take their Land men where they pleaſe, but if 
they cannot find any themſelves, they are to be ſupply'd 
at the Office, to which end there may be certain Com- 
panies always kept, maintained, and recruited by th: 
King for the breeding of Seamen to ſupply ſuch Occafi- 
ons, and that ſuch Companies may be raiſed by beat 
of Drum, as the Marines, to be bred up and inſtra. 
tied at the King's Tards, and to be commanded by ſome 
ſuperannuated Boatſwain and an Aſſiſtant 5 who ſhall 
daily recerve Orders for their Employment from the 
Maſter of Attendance, as he ſhall ſee occafion, and be 
ordered by the Commiſſioners of the Tard (if any) and 
ſuch men to be employed 6 or 7 hours in the day, and 
0 recezve 18 d. per day. 

That befides thoſe Land men kept at the King s yards, 
there be alſo certain Numbers kept at every other Port 
where there is aRegiſter Office, aud to be paid and 
quartered, according to the ſame rate as the King's 
Foot-Soldiers are and to be permitted by leave of the 
Regiſter, to work on board any Ships er Veſſels that 
may bave occaſion for their Help, and what they ſocarn 
to be moreover to their own Advantage. 

That fox the Encouragement of Marines, as well as 
Land men, on board the King's Ships, and for the breed- 
ing of Seamen, it may be ſo ordered, that all the Cap- 
tains of Men of War, do conſtitute and appoint two 
Maſters each Watch, one skilid in the Theorick and 
the other in the Praflick part of Sailing, to take upon 
them the Command of, and to teach and inſtruft the 
Marines, as well as the other Land-men; and that the 
Marines be discharged from their Companies, and en- 
rred as Seamen on the Ships Books, as ſoon as they ſha! 
be recommended by the ſubaltern Dfjicers, to the Cap- 
tain, as deſerving it. | | 

E 2 Arg. 1e. 
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Arg. 11. Of how great uſe and abſolute neceſſity ſuch a 
Provifion and Nurſery of Seameh would be, is obvious to 
every Man ; and that they might be eaſily raiſed is no que- 
ſtion ; for by liſting themie)ves here, they are ſure to be pur 
into the way of a geod Livelyhood, and, if induſtricus, of 
good Preferment, and are as tree from any further Obligation, 
aicer they are entred on Ship-baard, as any Seaman in Eyg- 
land; for the fake of which great numbers would come in, and 
in a little time choice and exception might be made of liking 
them ; that by their employ art the King's yards and their 
Duty on ſhip-board, they would, in a little time, be made 
fir for ſervice 5 and diſcharging always thoſe that have been 
longeſt upon the Books, the King's Fleet and Merchants would 
always be mann'd by willing and ready Men 'tis humbly 
propoſed that rhere may be maintained at the King's yards and 
other places at leaſt 1060 men in pay, out of which there may 
be drawn 1co every Week, more or leſs, as the Service re- 
quires, ſo that there may be drawn.500c0 men per Annum, if 
required, and theſe men bcing generally employed in Sea- 
mens buſineſs, will make them ready and fit for Service, a- 
*gainſt they are drawn on board. 

By this means the King may have 500o men every year 
raiſed as a Recruit for Seamen, which will be maintained 
and ready upon all occaſions, with no great charge to the 
King, thole in the King's yards earning good part of their Pay. 

That the Marines, as well as Land-men, on board the 
King's Ships, be careiuily inſtructed in all parts of Sailing, is 
undoubtedly neceſſary; but the diſcharging the Marines may 
be left difcretionally. 


Prop. 12. That zo Merchant-man preſume to take in 
any Land-men, except they be firſt entered in the Re- 
giſter-Office, where a Book for Landmen may tbe kept 

ou 


[23] 
#n purpoſe, under the ſame Penalty as for an unticketed 
Seaman ; that if 'any able Seaman ſhall, ander pre- 
tence of being a Landman, enter himſelf as ſach in 
the Regiſter, and by Connivance receive larger Wages 
from tbe Commander , that thea » Hpon due proof 
Brad? of his being ſuch au alle Seaman, he ſhall «p- 
on the return of his Voyage forfeit two third parts. 
of his Pay dns to him, one part to tbe Diſcoverer cr 
Diſeoterers of ſuch able Seaman, and the other part 
to the Cheſt, and farther be obliged to ſerve the King. 
6 Months for half Pay, and the other half to go to 
the Cheſt, 

And: to the end that ſuch Offenders may be diſcc-- 
vered, a Liſt of all the Ships Company, as qualified, 
may be ſigned and ſealed by the Regiſter, aud publick- 
ly be affixed to ſome part of the ſaid Merchant-ſhip,. 
which if blotted, torn, or otherwiſe made illegible, 
the Maſter ſhall be obliged, under the Penalty of 20l.. 


to ſet up another Copy within four Days after No- 
tice given. 


Arg. 12, This Liſt will be a ſufficient Check both up- 


on the Maſter and the Seaman. that no Fraud can be, 


but may eaſily be diſcovered. 


Prop. 13. That all the Regiſter Offices do every Week 
or as often as it ſhall be thought meet, yive into the 
general Regiſ/er Ofice at London, a Liſt of what 
Numbers of Men, and what Quality they are of, that 
are weekly employed by them; and alſo: what Num- 


bers and Duality they are of that fland unemployed 
on their Books. 


Arg-. 
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Arg. 13. Of how preor uſe this will be to anſwer all 

Emergencies, and ro regulate all Naval Afﬀairs, need not 

here be mentioned, it being very obvious to all judicious Per- 

lons, 

Prop. I 4. T hat the E:try, Abſent, and Transfer-Tic- 
kh-ts for the ſaid Regiſter Ofice, and Abſent-Tickets 
for the Fleet be printed by a Frinter appointed on 
purpoſe, that rhe General Regiſter under his Hand 
do appoint what Numbers at any time ſhall be printed, 


and no more. 


Arg. 14. Theſe Tickets will, in a little time, be uni- 
verſally known, to the great Eaſe and Security of Scamen 
and Subject in general 3 and that they may be the better 
kept from cou nterſciting, they may be printed by Copper- 
Plarcs, 'to be kept at the Office. 


Prop. 15. TZhat mo Seaman be obliged to enter bim- 
ſelf in the ſaid Regiſter, and be forced to go to 
Sea, or ſaffer any Penalty for not doing ſo; but ſuch 
as have ſerved as Seaman within a Tear laſt paſt; that 
mo Seaman quit the ſaid Service, but ſuch as can ſhew 
good reaſon, and have leave ſo to do from the Lords 
of the Admiralty, or from ſome other Perſons appoin- 
ted by then, 


Arg. 15. It would be unreafonable for one that was a 
Seaman three or four Years ago, more or leſs, and is now 
fall'n into ſome other Employ on Land, for him ro be ob- 
liged to go to Seaz and it would be needleſs to give him 
and the Office an unneceſſary trouble ro be diſcharged 3 
neither is it reaſonable that any Scaman ſhould quit the Ser- 
vice without leave from the Lords of the = Or 

. ome 
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| ome others appointed by them, which may be a Regi- 
ftcr-Officer, the next Juſtice of Peace, and a Captain of a 
Man or War, which being joyncd together, may determine 
fxch Matters, and for that purpoſe may be conven'd as often 
as there ſhall be an occaſion. 


FF That the ſame Method as is uſed for Scamen, may 
be for Shipwrights, Caulkers, Rope makers , 
Sayl- makers, &c- 


Shall net enumerate the. many Advantages: that might 
| accrue by ſuch a Regulation, but only anſwer theſe three 
following Objedtions, viz. 


Firſt, That by thus obliging Seamen, it looks like an In 
fringement upon the Liberty of the Subjef. 


Secondly, That by lowering of Seamens Wages, we ſhall 
drive them all into foreign Services. 


Thirdly, That the War is now almoſt at an end; and we 
had better bear the Grievance a little longer, 
rather than charge our ſelves with any new 
Projef{ now, that can be of little or no uſe to 
us in times of Peace. 


ObjeQtion 1. That by thus obliging Seamen, it leoks 
like an. Iifſringement upon the Liberty of the 
Snbjed, 


Anſwer. Liberty is a popular Argument indeed , and 
there ought to be a due Reſpett ro it 3 bur whether.the Re- 
pulation propos'd doth not rather ex/arge than enrrexch upon. 

| the. 
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tlic Liberty of the Subje&, is worth our preſent 'Enquiry. 

By the King's Royal Prerogative, and the Conſent of 
ail Ages, a Power is inveſted in him to preſs Seamen upon 
all Emergencics, where the Safety of the Kingdom is con- 
cern'd, and by this Power all Seamen are ef/rged ro ſerve 
him, and the great Aſſembly of the Nation have thought 
fir ro'give it this additional Power to ſtrengthen it That 
whatjcever Seaman deſerts their Majeſties Service, ſhall ſuf- 
fer Death, 

Thus every Seaman is now obliged to ſerve the King, 
and the Deſertion of ſuch Service is put under a more fad 
and mournſul Penalty than is here propos'd, which there ne- 
ver would be any more caule for, were the Method propos'd 
eſtabliſhid : How far then ought the tragick and untimely 
End of ſuch Men to move us, eſpecially when Methods are 
found out for their Safety and Preſervation ? 

Thus the Liberty of the Subje&t would be no more in- 
fringed than it is already, and a grievous Penalty would be 
( removed. 

But there is further a real Argument for this Method pro- 
poſed, in reſpet to the Liberty of the Subject ; for by the 
power of the Preſs, there is oft made no diſtin&tion, (for Sca- 
men cannot be known by their Faces) but Land men as well 
as Seamen are hurried away to the great detriment of ma- 
ny, and againſt the rue Liberty of the Subje& ; and nor- 
withſtanding ſtri& Orders are ſrequently ifſued out from 
the Lords of the Admiralty, that no ſuch violation ſhould 
be made, yet it is daily praCtiſed, and the Subject daily 
ſuffers. 

And indeed had there been no fuch Violence us'd, a 
great part of our Flcet muſt have been unmann'd, and were 
it not {ſtill continued, for want of a better method to breed 
Sailers, our Ships would ſoon feel the Want of Men; for 
the Boys, in the King's and the Merchants Ships, would 

; never 


C271 
neyer grow faſt cnough.to ſupply che yearly Decay, and Loſs 
of. them... 

Therefore it may eaſily appear bow highly neceſſary i it is 
that ſome Expedient ſhould be found on? for manning the 
King's Fleet,” without Preſſing, and that fome other 'merhod 
ſhould be' raken, for the more effeQtual' breeding of 'Sea- 
men, to ſecure, both, the Safety, of the Ons and Liber- 
ty of the. Subjen.”. EE LN | ry 
Me 2, We ſouls drive all onr Seanids t#to Frog 

', Services, by reaſor of our low Wages. 


Anſw. F ey , would "be terrified from etl ol 
ſervice, þ jthe Fry of tact, for that purpoſe ng 
and ML, force againſt th em. 

For, if 1. am not miſtaken, there is an AQ of Parliainent 
that whatloever Seaman ablengs himſelf, withourleave, from 
the oe of this Kingaoine in.time of War, and. hall « 
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norant. 
"Bur if there were no > Tach' oy to-Over-aw then, dap 
not the natural. Love. that .Scamen haye 42 th jet * Native 
County reſtrain. them. from, an Jock ouphts ? " Would 
they be contented to loſe_whac pay is; achually .due rg ro them, 
in hopes to, get more nll" deferingtv ip Thip, i in fo vip Fo 
try, where hex not thin 7 Breton 
any more, the Toa thar they, ſo FETAL alk of. W A 
they are abroad? |, Would they be ba nol WIN to bu 
fake. their. own Country, but. "their Fa ds Ap 
Acquaintance, to live amongſt Strangers, bh ph Silt and 
uncelligible 
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untelligible Language, and all for the ſake of a little more 
Wages, which he knows not neither how long 'cwill laſt ? 
The cxperience. of theſe things hath' ſufficicatly convinced 
us to the contrary,, and that it muſt be great and inſufferable 
Hardſhips indeed, that will make a Seaman deſert his Native 
Country; for during all this War, of fo many thouſand 
Seamen, that have been carricd into S7. Malges, notwith- 
ſtanding they have endured very great Hardſhips there, and 
have been continually offered and tempted with 4 or 5 /. per 
month pay, yet none will engage in their ſervice, and many 
of them have afterwards, upon their return home, entred 
themſelves in the King's ſervice. : a 

But yet, after all, it there ſhould be ſome few, contrary 
to the common Inclination of Seamen, deſert, would it be 
of ſufficient force to continue the great Tax and Oppreſſi- 
on, that they put” upon Merchants, &c. 'by their exorbitanr 
Wages; and would there not be many more Seamen bred by 
this method, than would deſert by ir 2 and ſhall ir be ſaid 
that the Deſertion of a few men is reaſon ſufficient to ſtand 
in competition, and to keep the many 'Grievances. on foot, 
that might otherwiſe be removed ? | | 

And is it not now as reaſonable and neceſſary, that Sea- 
mens Wages, in reſpe&t to Merchants, 'ſhould be aſcertain'd 
and fix'd, as well as Carmens, Coachmens, Watermens, and 
the like, who at certain Rates are obliged to work ? 

And is not the Advancement of their wages to 30 5. per 
month, in time of War, ſufficient, when in times of Peace, 
they are contented with much leſs 2 _ 

If theſe things be pranred in the Affirmative,” what reaſon 
have we then that theſe Grieveances ſhould not be redreſs'd ? 
It is true, that the long continued courſe of an evil Cuſtom, 

whereby ſome particular Men may have made profit, will at 
firſt ro them, ſeem grievous, and look like an Oppreſſion, bur 
| "OY : LY tl at 
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that is .no reaſon at. all why it ſhould not be removed, or 
why the Publick ſhould ſuffer by its continuance. 


Obje&. 3. The War is now almoſt at' an end, and we had 


better bear the. Grievances a little longer, rather than 


charge our ſelves with any new Projedt now, that can be 
of little or uo uſe to us in times of Peace. 


Anſw. That the War is near at an end no Man knows, 
for we have ſo! ſaid every year fince- it began, and, as we 
have thought, had reaſon ſo, ro fay ; but we ſee no. end of 
it yet, nor know not when we-ſhall; and whilſt ir does 
continue , there.,are Grievances {till- co bear, which may 
cauſe many an aking heart, and many a man: to loſe. his 
Lite, which might be otherwiſe prevented, and did we bur 
conſider the extraordinary Charge that the Nation, in ge- 
neral, is put to for want of a due Regulation, it would be 
motive ſufficient for every worthy Patriot and Lover of his 
Country, to ſeck out and help forward a Remedy to avoid 
it- for, abſtracing all the Complaints, Trouble, and Con- 
fuſion that attends ir, which is not a little, the very Charge 
alone that the King is at in Impreſling, and the increaſe up- 
on Merchants Wages, by the exorbitant Demands of Sea- 
men, would in much leſs than one years time, makea Fund ſuf- 
ficient for the diſcharge of the Offices in this Regulation 
propoſed , for ever. | 

The Charge of theſe Offices, by ſome general Tax, will 
not be felt, and without chem, during any War, the Pab- 
lick Calamities will cry aloud and be heard. Burt the grear- 
eſt Conſideration of all is the publick Safety of the King- 
dom, which may well be preſumed to be in no ſecure and 
good Condition, without ſome mcre efic&tual Method for the 
breeding of Seamen and Manning the Fleet 3 and if the French 
had but been in a little ſtronger Condition 3 or 4 years ago, 

2 an 
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2nd bur puſh'd on-their War by-Sea a little vigorouſly, it 
might have driven us to .have thought of fome more ef- 
fetual merhod (tho perhaps then too late) or our Ruine. 

And to think 'thar a Method or -Repulation for Seamen, 
m time of Peace will de of no-uſe, will be a miſtake ; for per- 
baps irmay be then molt neceffary ; F mean upon the proſpect 
of a War breaking our, for by"rhis means, the Strength of the 
Nation,in reſpe& to Scamen, may atany time becafily known 
and ſoon united, 'our Ships may be quick andearlicr out, ro 
the {arpriſe and terror of our Enemies, and our Nation be 
happy: and fecure, our Merchants will not-be rax'd by the 
Seamens extravagant demands, 'nor ſuffer for want of men 
m their: Voyages, nor no ſuch things as Ijuries, Complaints 
or 'Tears' be' heard of, occaſioned by the Rapines and Vio- 
lence of a Preſs. ; ONS, 
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UMI 


THE 
Practice and Uſe 
OF TH EY 12%, 19 5200 


METHOD. 
In time of PEACE. 


H AT in times of. Peace, withis 7, en: 


Prop. 16. 
on - .Days after Proclamation for that ur- | 


be., wade | ety to the contrary 'exce Food 
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Arg. 16. The Seamen being thus at all times obliged, 
as well in Peace as War, to enter themſelves in the Office, 
it will not only ſecure our Seamen, but their Numbers 
may at any time be known, and their Entry will be fo fa- 
miliar and eaſy to them, that in time of any enſuing War, 
chere will be no ſtarting,- bur preſently fall into their old 
Methods, to the general SatisfaQtion of them all, finding 
cthat.al FL equal Fortune and Advantage, and that 
none keah be jo $5. or endure more , hard({hip.than ano- 
ther = thus ſhall we ET; all times our Seamen ready for 
the ſpeedy and effeCtual Manning of our Ships, to rhe Safety 
and Honour of our Nation. *; :: -; | 
Bur II ſtill perceive there is one Objection more to an- 

ſwer, which is ſomewhat material, that is, Where ſhall we 
find Money, when the Nation is already put to it'to raife 
neceſſary Supplies for the War, to Pay and Maintain ano- 
rher Charge that will be. created by, theſe Offices, and for 
the extraordinary. Charge alſo of maintaining the Land- 
men at the King's Yards, &c. 

_ To this.I anſwer, .I ſhall not. preſume to dire& the Great 
Wiſdom of the Nation, but'if there were no; other' way-to 
raiſe this ſmall Tax, I would only propoſe one'General Que. 
flion 'to the Merchants? Would they not be willing by ha- 
ing. all 'their Grievances now remoy'd, their Men to be 
kept free from Preſſing, whereby they might proſecute and 
- finiſh their Voyages id Freedom, and to--fave ſuch conſi- 
derable Sums in their Wages > Would they not be contented 
for theſe Conſiderations, to pay t's. per Month more than 
the Rate fix'd for each Man in time of War, and 6 d. per 
Month in time" of Peace to redeem them for the preſent, 
and to ſecure them for the future from ſuch Oppretlions 5 
and will they not othewiſe, were no ſuch Regulation made, 


and the War continue, pay as much in one Year by the 
over-demands 
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over-demands of Seamen, as will in all probability defray 
that Charge tor twenty Years together, and ir may be 
preſum'd that ſuch a Duty would ſufficiently defray the 
Charges propos'd 3 for in times of Peace' there needs 
no continuance of raiſing and maintaining of Land- 
_ for Seamen will then breed faſt enough for our Oc- 
caſions, | 


Have thus humbly offered my Endeavours for the 

Publick Good, as well as my ſtrait Confinements, and 
want of Liberty, for further Inquiries would permit me. 
I ſhould nor! have prefumed to have Printed: them; and 
by it have expos'd my Inabilities to: the World, had I not 
been ſtrip'd by my late Loſs of that little:all chat I had, 
whereby L am made unable: to: pay for the Tranſcript ot. 
ſome few Coples, that I would willingly have preſented 'to 
ſome: Perſons of. Horior 35 with this humble: Preſumption; 
only that 1f my honeſt, though defeftive Endeavours, may 
not in. general be:approy'd of 3 yet however,. hoping thar 
ſome little: Light at leaſt 'may- be: gives by it, whereby 
their Majeſtics Fleet may be- better ſerved, the. Merchants 
relieved, and: the SubjeQts in general be caſed, which: I 
cannot bur think ,will be a very acceptable piece of Ser- 
vice in our- preſent Circumſtances of Afﬀairs,., and be well 
worthy of; the Sollicirude. and Endeayours of any. Ingenu-. 
ous Lover of-his- Country. I cannot but | be ſenſible | of 
the 'difficulty that all: new Proje&ts have in their Birth, 
and that they/are:;generally ſtary'd/in- their Infancy. with- 
out. the Batronape: and ProteQion/ of :fome: Power. That 
mine deſerves: bur little regard: I am Mfatisfied in, nei- 


ther can;\my now unhappy... and deſpicable. Circumſtances. 
recommend me... | 


I have_ 


| [34] | 
Rs 1h {heaſeof my rigfie: roy ..-/[haveloſttheuſe'ofmy Righe 
"by a: Shoe 1,recerved.in an _Engagee. LE ako diol liienal ook 
ment with: «French : Privatesr Arm as rhe King's Dervice, and 
Jin. 1690; ' Þ wes. chen Li, :--fince 'thar,;. have Joſt all char [ 
I OT ge, i ths of poke 
* .Ne4.4 -8 my oy Y TI. bens 
begin ke of that Aion, bis Head: by the French, and:[-was carried 
beuig) ralgn off by ai grezr Shut ; 7) into St. Maloesgiand kept there a 
and by my not giving due time Priſoner near Five Months, and 


for my Wound to be dreſs d, and by . ; 
Atting in my Poſt for above an Hour had nor Almighty God in his 


| ——_ £ __ hikg to have coſt me particuiar Care and good Pro- 
my.:L, ife, the.Surgeons oftes giving : a THe” #6 up 
i "for eir 0 Regs ths ſhould © vidence, wy ay wonder tut htag- 
Bie of #ij' Womb 0/1190 -ner. prefered. me: there, '1 had 
2 2oiviupnbeen/:ino! tariger :thei Object; of 

joe : ;burthapks:/be t:Gody: who 


- : $f ov7h 
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any: Perſon's fear: of 


havh pteſeryed meorbus? far; add; though':he: hath .permir! 


red me to. fall, and now: to ſufkeruinder my heavy Schitence; 
FE xvich Paticfice fubmit to ic,; with: this| Comfort! ayd-Satif- 
faQtion, thar;I never; was irepated a 'Colard;/ and ibT may 
ccuſt'romy: owiriJudgaent:of the-lare: Attiono for iwhich 
now: I- ſuffer; I: dliinki that] didomy. Dacy tothe urmoſt of 
my. Power 3 and; whereas it :is- aicommon -Aaying'afrer Mif- 
fortunes, toi cry. ont, ' If river bad 'kumwn : before! what | wonld 
have come. after, we' :cauld 'bave- prevented it, or | have woos 
better ; it happens not-1ſo-in' my Cale; for as God'-is my 
Witneſs, I»know:not-how .I conld have-done: berter, worte 
for 'me&'ir muſt have\been, it .:/had acted otherwiſe than. [ 
did, for I was driven '00--the Edpe 'of: two Precipices, ' and 
it -I had fallen cither way, »it would haye been my: inevi- 
table iRuin,' as' nay: appear-by my* following "Caſe, which 
F. would” notii1n any wiſe-have Princed, had':I'nor appeared 
im Pablick in'another /Manter,':and therefore:I:thought ir 
very requiſice:td rake ſore: norice-of it,: feaſt imy> Silence; 
as to this Matter, ſhould be /iimputed:to my Guilt, which 
would have made me very uneaſy, for though I patiently 


ſubmir ro my Sufferings, yet I cannot to my Guilt 3 I 
1 | hope 
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hope this will not be thought any RefleCtion art all upon 
that Honourable Courr, that Try'd and Condemn'd me, 
for I cannot think that they ated contrary to their Judg- 


| ments in Condemning me, bur do believe rhat they were 


led to ir through the detect and weakneſs of my Defence, and 
the Teſtimony of ſome prejudic'd Wirtneſles that were againſt 
me, Which I cannot now particularly remember, bur do believe 
that by my eagerncſs and endeavours to prove the ill Will, 
Prejudice and Combination of choſe Perſons, I did neglect the 
more proper part of my Defence, that might otherwiſe 
have acquitted me, for the Truth of which, [ appeal ro 
the Honor and Judgment of all thoſe Honourable Gentle- 
men who were my Judges, who no doubt will read or 
hear of this Writing. My Intention was to have ſaid as 
little as poſſible ro my Caſe, that I might not tire the 
Reader, but going upon it, I found I could not do ic in 
leſs room than as tellows, which I have taken Care to the 
very beſt of my Judgment and Memory, not to «oct one 
tittle from the Truth. | 


» 
s 
- 27 
. 
- 
_ 
, 2 
3 » 
a4. 
: » 
p 
[ - p 
&43 
C - 
} 
; - , 
id $ « s 
p wy 
# 


. 
- 
S 
£ 
(4 ; 
F * 
Li, , 
v © . 
3 


UMI 


C381 


The CASE of | 
Capt. ZJOHN PERRY, 


Lately ſentenced at a 


COURT-MARTIAL, 
For the LOSS of 


Their Majeſtic F I R E-S H I Þ che-Cygnett, to 
a Thouſand Pound Fine, and Ten Years Impriſonment. 


diſtance Sourh-Weſt from Cape Clear, I then com- 
manding the Cygrett Fire-Ship, under the command 
of Captain Wickhaws of the; Diamond, who. was my Com- 
modore, at Eight in;the Morning the Wind at North-Weſt 
and by Weſt, we ſaw two fail right to Windward, bear- 
ing down upon us, I] then made ſay], and ſpoke with 
Captain Wickham, and told him, I believed. they were 
French, and-that I was getting my Ship in readineſs; he 
ſaid he believed the ſame, and direted me to lie under 
his Lee Quarter within call of him, and that if he would 
have me go upon Service, he wonld looke his Spritlayl- 
Topſayl, and hoiſt it with the Sheets flying, according - 

3 23 the 


(): September thezorh. being about, Twenty Leagues 
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the written Order, which I produce] at my Tryal, and 
which he- gave-me ſore days before -under—his- hand. 

About _ tour. Hours from our. firſt _ ſecing . the Enemy, 
they came up with us, the Diamoxd being then unger her 
Top-ſay], and I (bejng-a heav Sager) under my Top- 
fayls, with Foretack 'at Cathead, both ſtecring away North- 
Eaſt p5 by North, one of the Privatecys, called the Grg- 
14d}, (xt me us, and fired IJ at thet Pranon 
oh her' Weather dep whil 2 Le Q LY the Pltre 
came bearing down after her, with his Spritſayl Yard top'd, 
as I then believed, to board her, -:according to all Practice, 
on the Weather-ſidez upon which I called to my Maſter, 


and rope | if ar  Hcpeini Fiche Ehopiy 'wis fod Bojgd- 
ing,.and- that 1 o-too asſobrasT hid” os 


59% 
portunity, although I had no Signal 3 whereupon he re- 


plied, If you pleaſe, }wewilb ger our:'Tacks on board, and 
be on board this Ship, which was then right to Windward. 
ot; 43g Þefguctihbs [ Rxcbinh Lok xd& the ;ammAd 
as ataxelaid gr 4rd] theres Tir egitiiineIfidcrate Mo- 
tion. Upon the c:ming up of the Privateer, the Diamond 
fet her Fore ſay\, with the Tack at Cathead, and ler fall 
her Maih fy), \ahdifdedwwdy WRAGUP alterineher Courlcy, 
whenarthe Tamorimc;he)baving'the Windof me; he wighy' 
have bore-down xy mejitary tine;* and walily have es, 
me to Windwad/'if hawould ive: had.me\ ro have'pre-\ 
vented the'Privarcer from dourding him; ag3Zhe Harh'fince ' 
preterided,. or have glvbn'me an opportunity to-have'burnr 
him.” Secing the/Diamwarrdorhus 8 make fay1' und contrary ' 
ro my firſt expectation, ſecins the Vrivaccerrantiny wp'un-? 
der her Sterr,” ro board {er oh the Lee-quarter,oon which 
ſide the Jower tier” of Guns'was: not i our, I immediately! 
ordered my Main and” Foretacks, to be gor on board; my 
Top fayls to: be hoiſted, and  Mizzoa-to 'be'thaty abroad,” 
: (al CHOICE $20 G gi '7 oofog ta 
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and ſprung 'my Loof as near as: I could: lyc,;fo to gain the 
Wind of the. Privateer, that I might be ready to clap her 
on board, then, believing, that by-thar irime 1 could 'gain the 
Wind, the, Diamond would have pur off the Privatcer, and 
that then I might have. a fair opportunity of burning thim, 
whilſt he lay; becalm'd, or before | he could! have gathered 
way from linger the Diawond's Lee; bur finding the Dia» 
mod. did; not;put. offithe Privateer, as I and all/Perſons pre- 
ſcat, every miaute, expetted ſhe would have done, I was then 
refolyed,ro.-burn him, notwithſtanding I had no!Orders, as 
he lay... with, his Bough on board che Diamond's Quarter z 
then, beljeving , in; thac little time I had td:conſider of it, 
that 45-foon as | had ſer fire to the Privatecr, the: Men; to ſave 
themſelves, muſt have run intb the Diamond, and: with ſuch 
halle, that molt of themmuit. have gone without -Arths, and 
coniſequealy have. been forced. rorbep! for aguarter-s- This, as 
God 1s my \Vitnels, was then my Thoughts and/Reſolutions ; 


bur having gain'd the Wind, and: brought the Privatcer right 
a acad of, me, not. balf a Cableslength diſtance, we ſaw the 
Diamond's Colours Bruck, and coming up very near;' We 
percciv'd ngne but»French men-upon ithe Deck, 'and' no: re- 
ſiſtance made, .ang that the Diamond was loſt, I then found 
my Dclgn.ruing and prevented,. and not in my- power'to 
recover the Digmond, nither cduld 1 do #ny Injury te the 
Encmy, ualels, , at:the fame!cime, i 1 had' fatrificed hot only 
myſelf, bur-all my Men, 'ro'the Revenge and Fary of the 
Enemy, we! having no Ship nor Refuoe 1&ht for us tothope to 
fly o, that could have faved-us from the Purfuirand Deftru- 
Ction gf. the ather Privatcer, who all the time fromehe Phz- 
Uppoes, boarding the Diamvad,” was vevy near 415, and firing 
upon .us with both ther orcat and? ſmall Shar; antl fixdins 
thus that we could do no.-fervice;:andvthatavt half ng 
power T9 elcape or defend our ſelves, we ſurrender'd. 


L 


Bur 
a 
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Bat had [| then burat the Privateer, it is very probable as Cir- 
cumſtances ſince appear, it would haye bcen my utter Ruine, 
trough the Enemy had given me quarter; for my Com: 
modore mighe have then ſaid, that 1 was the occafion of 
the Loſs of his Ship, by telling that there was but a few 
Men boarded him, that they were at cloſe Quarters, the 
Enemy juſt ready. to cry for Quartcr, and that then I 


came without Orders or Notice, and fired the Privateer; 


pur all his Men into a Conſternation and Dread of being 
burnt themſelves, forc'd ail the: Privateer's Men into the 
Diamend, who, by their greater Numbers, over power'd 
them, and fo they loſt their Ship; and that it 1 had ſtaid 
till he had thought fir to give me the Signal, I might have 
done Service, and ſaved the Ship. - 

All which, though Suppoſition only, I humbiy offer to 
the Conſideration of the impartial Reader, and whether the 
World would not have eaſily believed ſuch an Allegation 
true, and that ſuch a Man of War - could not have been 
otherwiſe loſt ſo ſoon, eſpecially..to one Privateer. 

The Queſtion has been put, Why 1 did not burn my 
Ship, when I found I could not do Execution upcn the 
Enemy 2 Whether it is thought a Fault in me, or no, I know 
' nor 2 But 1 humbly hope, thar ſince there has been no 
Preſident of ic, that ever Þ heard cf, except it was when 
the Men could make their eſcape to ſhoar, or to a Fleer 
that could prote&t them, I ſhall not be thought a Crimi- 
nul for it, it being very reaſonable to think, that had we 
deſtroyed our Ship when we were under their power, they 
would have prevented us from ſaving our ſelves on: board 
any Merchant-ſhip, and have left us to the Mercy of the 
Sea, or deſtroyed us, which all my Men then ſaid, and EF 
believed they would have done. 


This 
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This being the true and juſt account of my Caſe ( as 
near as I can remember ) what could have been more ex- 
peed from me? I know not; it was my Unhappineſs to 
come home and be in this unfortunate Aftion, for which 
now I ſuffer : But if | had only lain in my Poſt for ſo ſhort 
2 time as that whercin the Diamond was taken withour 
making any Attempt ar all (with Submiſſion to berter Judg- 
ments) 1 believe (Jf O2ders are always to be obſerv'd) [ 
might have juſtified my felt, though noc ſo honourably, I 
being under Command, and to expect a Signal, which was 
never given me. But notwithſtanding thatl did atcempr ro 
burn the Enemy, and had done it (thinking thereby to have 
merited the good Opinion of my Country) had I notro-my 
orcat Surprize and Amazement found the Diamond lo foon 
furrendred, which was immcdiately after ſhe was boarded, 

Bur the main and only Queſtion which I tail'd in anſwer- 
ing to at my Tryal, and for which the World generally 
condemns me, is, Why I did not burn the Privateer, or 
the Diamond and Privateer roo, after I ſaw the Diamond 
was ſurrendred : All the Anſwer I made to it, when che 

acſtion was put to me by the Court, was, That I believed, 
that if we had ſo done, we ſhould haye had,noQuarter,ro which 
no Replication being made, threw me under that unhappy 
Miſtake, that they took my Anſwer for granted, believing, 
that if they had not ſo cone, they would have ſignified ic 
ro'me, and therefore I did offer no Reafons, though pre- 
par'd to prove ir, bur did helicve it needleſs, and indeed 
my Scntence, when given, Was ſo uncxpeRted and ſurpri- 
Zing to me, that I thereupon replyed , Thar it the thing 
were to do again, I knew not how. I could do any thing 
more or better than | did, and humbly prayed the Court. 
ro ler me know wherein I had failed ro do my Duty; bur: 
ir was then 109 late, 5nd I had na Anlſiycr to it, 


The. 


ST_ ATT 
- The Reaſons that 1 had'then to offer were as followeth, 
Had. is. been poſkble for we to. have 42:14" 21xbbhk 
and Diamend.yoo;:atrer the was ſurrendged,.thoſe-on board 
the /Diewoyd miuft have been, burgr, or drowned. by. their 
own Countrymens. but: had we tp dope, it-was 1mpoſitble 
: for us Ic elcape, and -as unreaſonable 9. expect any thin 
bus; utter Deſtruction trom the other- Privateer's This I did, 
ng go. Nall chip ee: woyld-have, been) mp Fare 3 and I mull 
contels it was the only thing that indeed, me trom attem- 
pting to do Execution atter the ſurrender ofthe Diamezd's 
and 2s 1 always did, - and ever, {hall abhor deſerving che 
Name of a Coward, and my former Behayjour can, never 
- deſerve that Impuration, ſo-gn the orhgr ſide, I. would. nox 
throw, my Liſe away, when. there is nar the lealt proſpect 
of preferving it. | forts 
The Reaſons why 1.did, and do {till believe, that had we 
done Execution, and been taken, we ſhould have been de- 
nycd Quarter, 3s; in .the.fixſt plage, becauſg | knew, ir ro bg 
affirmed ts be the Law of Arms and Nagions, ..that Quar- 
ter was 'denyed ro. Fire-ſhips Men, if. taken after Execution, 
1 in the Book, De Jure. Maritime 


+ By the Lays of Nations, and 


by the Laws of Arms, and at this 


day prattifed, m all Fights, the ſmail | 


Frigats, Keiches, and Smagks are, 


to abſerve and take notice of the 
Enemies Fire-Ships, and to ipateb 
their motion, and.to da'their (beſt 
40 cut off their Boats, and gene- 
rally the Perſons found in them are 
to be put to death, - if taken, and 
the Vellel,: if not taken, deſtroyed; 
and the reaſon why | the extxemity 
of War is uſed to (auch, is that" by 
* how much the Miſchief is the greas 
ter by the att of ſuch Men, #7 

cuted, by ſo much the Puniſhment 
8s aggravated, if taken, and quar- 
ter denied them by the Law of War. 


exe= 


'& Nawali, 4ib,l. capsi13 +. the 


only Book -that/ ever I heard of 
that treats of Sea: Aﬀairs of that 
kind,, and which, has ben; never 
writ againſt, . or . contradigted, 
that ever I heard of ; but had 
there been no ſuch Law-ever 


.heard of, in my opinion (with 


Defexence to better Judgments) 


the very Reafon and Nature of 


the thing, in my Caſe cſpccial- 
ly, might induce any Man to. 
believe, that had I done Exe- 

cution 
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-curion upon the Fnemy, after the furtender of the. Diamond, 
the utter DeſtruQion; both of my ſelf. and Men. might have 
been moſt juſtly expected. ; for. what could. have been more 
provoking and. deſerving of Death, than. for.me, when the 
BPiaroyd was loſt, and I under the Power of the Enemy 
(and: they, calling upgn mg to [trike) to do them the utmolt 
Miſchief could.? Could I; in ſych a caſes, expect or hope 
tor quarter? A Garriſon that. ſuffers a Storm, ar the laſt 
extremity, has much, more reaſon to expett it; for they 
may poſſibly ſave themſelves, but to us it was.impoſlible 3 for 
when the Diamgnd. was gone, there.was nothing leſt ro ſave 
us.from the. Power. of: the Enemy. Had not the other Priva- 
rect, Jain as he.did firing. upon us, and who had mann'd his 
Boats, and. were coming to intercept and. cut oft our Eſcape 
0 = Machantmen, (who were all upon the run as ſoon 
they, ſaw the Diamend's Colours ſtruck, and) who fail'd fa- 
| oi an. my Boat could row 3. even.in that.caſe no Merchant- 


map cayld faye us or hexſelf from the purſuit ofthe other Pris 
Vee wo fail'd very well. 
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Alt which 1 humbly offer to the charirable Confidera- 
tions ard Judgments of all judicious Perfons, and whether, 
if we had done exccution upon the Enemy, after the. ſur- 
render of the Diamond, we could have expe&ed Quarter. 
I have been the more tedious upon this ſingle Point, becauſe 
I am generally condemn'd for it; and, I believe, had I ſpoke 
to it at my Tryal, it would have been now better for me. 

Upon the whole, I humbly hope it will be conſider, 
Firſt, That I was commanded to the Leeward of the Diamond, 
and as to my Diſtance, though it has been alledg'd againſt 
me by my Commodore, that I was not near enough to 
the Diamond to have prevented the Privateer from board- 
ig him, yet it can never enter into my Thoughts, that hs 
did rcally think that I was not near enough to him, or 
that 1 could have prevented the. Privateer from boarding 
him ; for firſt, if he had not thought me near enough, he 
having the Wind of me, and Sailing much betrer” than 
me, he might have boar down to me at any time, and 
brought me as near to him as he pleas'd : but if I had 
been ever ſo near to him, I know not how it could have 
been poſlible, or in my Power to have prevented the Pri- 
vateer from boarding, he having the Wind both of me 
and the Diamond too, and cither of the Privateers could 
have run round me at any time, and have difabled or 
ruined me at their pleaſure, I being unable to make any 
Defence, having ſent all my Men away as. uſual on ſuch 
Occaſions, except my Boar's Crew, which row'd but with 
fix Oars, my Ship was not only ſmall, bur a very heavy 
Sailer, and being not fit for the Sea, was broak up at St. Ma- 
hoes whilſt I was there. 


Secondly. That I was not at my own Liberty to att 
when I thought fit, for I was under a Commodore, who 
gave me Orders when I ſhould go upon Service, and whoſe 
Orders I was to obey. 

Thirdly: 


-— 


—_— 


Thirdly. That he never did give me any ſignal for gas 
ing upon Service during the Action. 


Fourthly. That though I had no Orders, (and did run 
' the hazard thereby of ruining my ſelf, if I had been ug- 
ſucceſsful in my Attempt) yet notwithſtanding, I did en- 
deavour to do Service, and as it was ſworn at my 
Tryal, I did ſer all my Sails to gain the Wind, and thit 
within a very little time from the Enemies boarding, I had 
gain'd the Wind, and had Jaid the Privateer on board, had 
the Diamond but beld out, which ſhe mighrc caſily have 
done, had they but given the Enemy any reaſonable Op. 
poſition at boarding, or at leaſt defended their Cloſe Quar- 
ters, or behaved themſelves any thing likely, which indeed, 
I did not in the leaſt ſuſpe& when I was making my 
Attempt. 


_ Fifthly, That if I could have done Execution after the | 


Diamond was taken, yet it was impoſſible for me to 
eſcapes | 


$ixthly. 1f it was not unreaſonable for me to expect 
Quarter from the other Privateer, after I had burnt his Con- 
ſort or his Prize, knowing at the very ſame moment thar 1 
muſt fall under his Power. 


. Laftly. Tf it can till be thought, that I am in Faulr, 
becauſe I did not do Service, though with the cerrainty cf 
being denied Quarter, yer Ion the other ſide with all ſub- 
miſſion hope, that it may be conſider'd, that if I had hap- 
pily been under the Command of a Man of War that had 
Fought any thing like what was reaſonably expe&ed, 1 had 
not deſery'd any Cenſure. | 


| © I have 


tas 3 

F have given here as ſhort arid brief Account of the Adi. 
on as I can, which relates to'my particular Caſe, and have 
forbore perſonal Refle&tions as much as poſſible, withour 
doihg injuſtice to my 'ſelf, and have not omitted 'to the beſt 
of my Memory, atiy otic mircrial thing. There are indeed 
ſorne other things which I hear have, been reported to my 
Prejudice, and which I alſo think 'fir here to take notice. .of 
and atif\ver, by reaſon thatT would hot willingly remain any 
longer under any Perſohs ill Opinion : one thing-is, That che 
Maſler of my Ship would have had me attempred to have 
burner the Privatcer, before ſhe boarded the Diamond, and 
ehar I refufed to do ir, replying, that / was Captain of the 
Ship, This was indeed (worn at my Tryal, and it was true 
that he did'make fuch'a Motion, and 1 did:refuſe it: -and 4 
ſubmit ir to the Judginent of all "thoſe Perſoris who know 
the nature of Commands, whether any Captain is obli. 
ged toatt at any raſh or inconſiderate Motion of his Maſter, 
and whether the Maſters urpitig'ot it can be any excuſe for 
the Captain for any tnliſcirtiage that my enſue by ir. Bur 
without any other Arguments, ſuppoſing that I had had-ever 
ſo fair and feaſible an opportunity to have burnt the Priva- 
teerz and ih attempting it, Withour'a Signal, had either'bcen 
difabled in 'ny Maſt or ſtink, '6r after laying the Enemy 6h 
board, and'ſetring fire 'to tHiy Ship, fie tall 'been'pur off a- 
gain (which indeed very commonly happens, tho men of 
War be diſfabled,) would not then the whole Miſcarriage 
and Loſs of the Aion have'becn fix'd'on'me, and-cvuld my 
Maſter's advice hive tlien excuſed tne for ating withour Or- 
ders, when I was under Cemmand and 'to expect a Signal, 
and miphit 'not then my Commodore have alſedged, that by 
my Misbchaviour in ating withour "Orders, Thad borh 'en- 
couraged 'the Enemy, tid 'diſcourdged the Diantond's Men, 
crying out, that their Fire-ſhip was gone, tc. and EET 
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hadiſtatd+i}lhetrid {cen wtinte, 21 miglit trot ohily have faveite 
his -8hip, 'bur'have done execution/on 'the'Enemy. 

Another thing has beenobjeed, that Twanted Powder,and 
that ay [bmw ore wete not open toſhewthat 1 was a Fire- 
ſhip 3 as'to ny want'of Powder, I Yid ſend 'to the Diainind 
for forme, (tho not 'on purpoſe) bur *"cwas'forhe conſiderable 


rime before tlie Ehemy 'earne uþ with us, my 'Fire-works 


being a 'lictle idalnfnaged by ſonie 'bad Wedther we had 
tecerved ome ifew diys lbctore'; bur ir-nort being ſenr, 1 
frarted "fone Qurrtidges, Which'l Was'unwillitis fhoUld o- 
thetwiſe hive ddch 'dotie, and !iWy Blip Avis Very 'well'fic- 
rel for'Service, ldngibefdte the!Ehemy'came'up,'as Wy Gun - 
her fworear hy Trydly -aid/25'6 chehot yy 
Ports, I kept chem ſhut to preſerve my Priming dry, ill fieh 
time as I ſhould have occaſion to open them, upon quitting my 
Ship, in doing execution. Burt had I not had that reaſon, [ 
ſhould have thought ir beſt to have kept them ſhur, to have 
conceal'd the Quality of my Ship, for the greater ſecurity of 
ſervice; and nor, by diſcovering my ſelf, to have bid the Ene- 
my, (who Were beth fothe windward of me, and fa led two 
foot for my one) to have avoided, diſabled or ſunk me : for [ 
did nor expect, norlT dare ſay did any other Perſon then pre- 
ſent, uponthe coming'uplof thbſe Brivifteers, that they would 
have took the Diamond, or 'that there was any occaſion for 
our Frighting them, for then certainly wy Commodore would 
have opened all his own Ports, and haye had a]l his Guns aur, 
{5d have tack'd and ſtood to the Enemy, and have alſo or- - 
dercd meto have kept my Ports open. 

I ſhall be no farther cedious to the Reader, only in all 
Humility to beg and hope that the publication of my Caſe 
will not give any Offence, or be thought a Crime, bur r2- 
ther that my anhappy(Cirdumntantes thaybe commilerated thac 
hath = any occaſion for ir. The heavy. and black Clouds - 
ot Trifaniy, "that T]Ke”-Death-have hung over me, have made 
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my Life very uncomfortable, and I had rather not /ive, than 
live contemptible,and my Reputation being as dear and tender 


ro meas my Life, I could not ſee it bleeding and art it's utmoſt 
cxtremity, without giving it this Relief, eſpecially having ſo 
fair an Opportunity 5 and indeed, the late Wounds 7» it 


* have ſtruck ſo deep, that it has made me often wiſh, that 


my Life and hat, had gone together, but God Almighty, 
who in his great Goodneſs, ſees what is beſt and fitteſt 
for us, will I hope,: in his good -Time, deliver me. out of 
all my Troubles: in the mean time, I humbly hope, char 
I ſhall have the kind Reader's charitable Thoughts, which 
to me. will be like viſiting the Diſtreſſed in Priſon , for 
which every Perſon has undoubtedly a good Security of 
Reward. 
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